HEARTBREAK HOUSE

MAZZINI [following her and taking the other end} No: Fm no
good at making money. I dont care enough for it, somehow. I'm
not ambitious! that must be it. Mangan is wonderful about
money: he thinks of nothing else. He is so dreadfully afraid of
being poor. I am always thinking of other things: even at the
works I think of the things we are doing and not of what they
cost. And the worst of it is, poor Mangan doesnt know "what to
do with his money when he gets it. He is such a baby that he
doesnt know even what to eat and drink: he has ruined his liver
eating and drinking the wrong things; and now he can hardly
eat at all. Ellie will diet him splendidly. You will be surprised
when you come to know him better: he is really the most
helpless of mortals. You get quite a protective feeling towards
him.

MRS HUSHABYE. Then who manages his business, pray?

MAZZINI. I do. And of course other people like me.

MRS HUSHABYE. Footling people, you mean.

MAZZINI. I suppose youd think us so.

MRS HUSHABYE. And pray why dont you do without him if
youre all so much cleverer?

MAZZINI. Oh, we couldnt: we should ruin the business in a
year. I've tried; and I know. We should spend too much on
everything. We should improve the quality of the goods and
make them too dear. We should be sentimental about the hard
cases among the workpeople. But Mangan keeps us in order. He
is down on us about every extra halfpenny. We could never do
without him. You see, he will sit up all night thinking of how
to save sixpence. Wont Ellie make him jump, though, when she
takes his house in hand!

MRS HUSHABYE. Then the creature is a fraud even as a captain
of industry!

MAZZINI. I am afraid all the captains of industry are what^you
call frauds, Mrs Hushabye. Of course there are some manu-
facturers who really do understand their own works; but they
dont make as high a rate of profit as Mangan does. I assure you
Mangan is quite a good fellow in his way. He means well.